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the price of timber and iron alike had risen threefold within
recent years1. A stream of legislation sought to preserve the
woods of England from the encroachments of the ironmaster.
In 1559 it was forbidden to employ—as fuel for making
iron—oak, beech or ash timber growing within fourteen
miles of the sea or of rivers " by which carriage is commonly
used by boat to any part of the sea". Sussex, the Weald
of Kent, and certain parts of Surrey were exempted from the
Act *. The opposition aroused by the presence of furnaces
and forges was shown in 1577, when the Cinque Ports pro-
tested against the erection of iron works at Westfield, on the
ground that timber was required for building ships, boats
and houses, for maintaining piers, harbours, groynes and
jetties, and for providing firewood in winter. Failing to
persuade the owner, they appealed to the Privy Council and
instructed their representatives in Parliament to promote a
Bill for the preservation of the woods in their locality 3. In
1581 another Act forbade ironmasters to use timber growing
within twenty-two miles of London and other specified areas,
or to erect new iron works within the prohibited areas. Four
years later the prohibition against the erection of new iron
milk was extended to the counties of Sussex, Surrey and
Kent*.
Complaints of the 'general destruction and waste of Complaint*
wood' were not less frequent in the next century.    ' No"wcn-
wood', the warning was uttered, ' no kingdom'6.	u&nih
0	°	century.
" These iron times breed none that mind posterity . . .
Jove's Oak, the warlike Ash, vein'd Elm, the softer Beech,
Short Hazel, Maple plain, light Aspe, the bending Wych,
Tough Holly, and smoother Birch, must altogether burn :
What should the builder serve, supplies the forger's turn;
1	Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, i. 164 ; xiii. 23 (also p. 21).    Cf. ibid.
Rutland, i. 138.
2	Statutes, iv. part i. 377.
8 Hist. MSS. Comm. Rye, 56-57, 63, 75-76 (1577-1581) ; Acts of the
Privy Council, 1577-1578, p. 265. Lord Buckhurst, the owner, replied
that the Cinque Ports had exported within two years 1000 tons of timber.
* Statutes, iv. part i. 667 (1581), 726 (1585).
5 Standish, The Commons' Complaint (1611); Standish, New Directions
for the Planting of Timber (1613) ; R. C., An Olds Thrift Newly
(1612); Hist. MSS. Comm. Portland, viii. 2 (1628).

